R8G'd PCT/PTO 0 8 MAR 2005 



(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(19) World InteDectual Property 
Organization 
International Bureau 

(43) International Publication Date 
15 April 2004 (15.04.2004) 




PCT 



lllllll 



(10) International Publication Number 

wo 2004/031987 A2 



(51) International Patent ClassifiGation'': 



GOdF 17/30 



(21) International Application Number: 

PCT/GB2003/004248 

(22) International Filing Date: 1 October 2003 (01.10.2003) 
(25) Filing Language: English 
(2Q Publication Language: English 



(30) Priority Data: 

2,406,876 



4 October 2002 (04. 10.2002) CA 



(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): INTER- 
NATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES CORPORA- 
TION [USAJS]; New Orchard Road. Armonk, NY 10504 
(US). 

(71) AppUcant (for MG onfy)i IBM UNITED KINGDOM 
LIMITED [GB/GB]; PO Box 41, North Harbour, 

■ * Poitsmouth, Hampshire P06 3AU (GB). 

(72) Inventors; and 

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US ordy)i NG, Joanna 
[CA/CA]; 4 Captain Francis Drive, Unionville, Ontario 
L3R 9C7 (CA). KAPOOR, Rohlt [IN/CA]; 31 Coburg 
Crescent, Richmond Hill. Ontario L3B 4E1 (CA). NIGUL, 



Leho [CA/CA] ; 623 Finch Avenue West, Apr 305, Toronto, 
Ontario M2R 3V4 (CA). 

(74) Agent: LITHERLAND, David, Peter; IBM United 
Kingdom Limited, Intellectual Property Law, Hursley 
Park. Wmchester, Hampshire S021 2JN (GB). 

(81) Designated States (national)'. AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU, 

AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CH, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, 
DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, 
GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, 
LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, 
MX, MZ, NI, NO, NZ, OM, PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, 
SD, SE. SG, SK, SL. SY, TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, 
UG, US. UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM. ZW. 

(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH. GM, 
KE. LS, MW, MZ. SD. SL, SZ. TZ, UG. ZM. ZW). 
Eurasian patent (AM, AZ. BY. KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), 
European patent (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, 
ES, H, FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IT. LU, MC, NL, PT, RO, 
SE, SI, SK, TR), OAPI patent (BF, BJ; CF, CG, CI, CM, 
GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 

Published: 

— without international search report and to be republished 
upon receipt of that report 

[ Continued on next pdge J 



(54) TiUe: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR MANAGING A COLLECTION OF PORTLETS IN A PORTAL SERVER 



Integration Structural DIagnun 



00 

OS 



Session Relay Mechanism 




'^red If lip Clieat 
ObJccfM 304 


Umt flwiten liiluniiHuii 
1kU« (CooU* lUte) MS 















320/ 



(57) Abstract: The invention provides apparatus and methodology for displaying to a user a web portal for a web application, the 
web portal displaying a plurality of associated portlets, sharing information with each other, accessible by the user; including: a 
portal server for operating a web portal to provide access to the web application; a portlet application for operating on the portal 
server, for managing a collection of associated poitlets; the portlet application includes: means to initiate portlets on requests of a 
user to access the web application; means to manage a portlet application session object for the portlets; and, a portlet application 
session object data store controlled by the portlet application session object for saving parameters firom user requests for associating 
^ the portlets with the with the portlet application session object. 
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